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1998/1999

Our first four 
postgraduate courses are 
launched:
· Teacher Training
·  How to Create a 

Marketing Plan
·   Accounting and 

Finance for Non-
Accountants

·  Total Quality 
Management of Services

24 October 2019
Mary Beard is awarded an 
honorary doctorate for her 
academic and scientific 
achievements and her 
commitment to defending 
women’s rights.

The academic year is 
affected by COVID-19. 
For the first time, all final 
assessment tests are held 
online.

31 October 1995 
Our first academic year 
starts with 206 students 
and two programmes:
· Business Studies
· Educational Psychology

13 December 2005
Appointment of Imma 
Tubella as President.

The UOC receives 
the Technological 
Innovation and Quality 
Award from the Centre 
for Innovation and 
Business Development 
(CIDEM).

During the 2009/2010 
academic year the 
UOC celebrates its 15th 
anniversary. It reaches 
the figure of 56,000 
students and more than 
20,000 graduates.

Creation of the Centre for 
Modern Languages.

Creation of O2, the 
UOC’s open-access 
institutional repository 
of publications.

The UOC hosts the first 
International Seminar 
on Higher Education 
Rankings and E-learning.

The new 2014-2020 
Strategic Plan focuses on 
excellence in research, 
enhancing employability, 
strengthening the 
University’s global 
profile and collaborative 
governance.

New international office 
in Bogotá, Colombia.

The UOC adheres to the 
United Nations 2030 
Agenda for Sustainable 
Development.

The UOC opens its first 
international office in 
Mexico City.

Manuel Castells 
starts the 2001/2002 
academic year with a 
lecture on “Internet 
and freedom”.

Launch of Project 
Internet Catalonia, 
which finished in 
2005: a large-scale 
interdisciplinary 
research programme 
that studied 
Catalonia’s 
transition to an 
information society.

6 October 2015
Creation of UOC 
Corporate, which offers 
innovative learning 
solutions for companies.

Creation of UOC Alumni, 
which takes over from 
the Graduates and 
Former Students Club 
formed in 2001.

The Internet 
Interdisciplinary 
Institute (IN3) research 
centre was born.

The international 
doctoral programme 
in the Information and 
Knowledge Society is 
launched.

Programmes in Spanish 
are offered for the first 
time thanks to a five-year 
partnership with Grupo 
Planeta.

Creation of the digital 
journal Artnodes, 
which explores the 
intersections between 
art, science and 
technology.

Creation of the UNESCO 
E-learning Chair.

Josep Laporte receives 
the UOC’s first honorary 
doctorate for his 
contribution to the 
creation of the university.

Creation of the 
International Journal 
of Educational 
Technology in Higher 
Education (ETHE), 
initially titled the 
Revista de Universidad 
y Sociedad del 
Conocimiento (Journal 
of the University and 
Knowledge Society – 
RUSC), which gradually 
climbs to the top of 
the main teaching and 
technology indexes.

The Catalan University 
Quality Assurance 
Agency (AQU Catalunya) 
gives a favourable 
assessment to UOC 
programmes through 
its Virtual programme 
– the first accreditation 
of official online 
programmes.

UOC X takes over from 
Ensenyament Obert 
and EducaciOnline 
to offer advance-level 
training beyond 
university.

Launch of the eHealth 
Center (eHC).

Creation of Hubbik, a 
platform for nurturing 
entrepreneurship, 
open innovation and 
knowledge transfer. 

Creation of the Doctoral 
School.

6 October 1994
Creation of the Fundació 
per a la Universitat Oberta 
de Catalunya.

6 April 1995 
The Catalan Parliament 
unanimously approves a 
law to officially recognize 
the UOC.

3 April 2013
Appointment as president 
of Josep A. Planell

The first two UOC-
certified master’s 
degrees are launched –
·  Occupational Health, 

Safety and Conditions
·  Financial Instruments 

and Markets

The first graduation 
ceremony is held in 
Manresa.

First online university 
entrance course for 
over-25s.

10 October 2008 
Award of an honorary 
doctorate to Sir 
Timothy Berners-Lee 
for his contribution in 
developing information 
and communication 
technologies, and in 
particular for having 
invented the World Wide 
Web in 1990.

Creation of the eLearn 
Center (eLC).

The Virtual Campus and 
the UOC Library catalogue 
are made accessible to 
mobile devices.

The open access policy is 
approved and all scientific 
and teaching output is 
made freely available to the 
community.

New centre  
in Madrid.

over 77,500
students

over 85,700
graduats

27 courses

36 online classrooms

1,000 
online classrooms

500 
courses with a mobile  
responsive design

over 7,000 
online classrooms over 300 

faculty members

over 4,700 
course instructors

over 4,000 
courses

21,374  
students

33,573 students

54,378 students

16,366 graduates

863,105,652

1,766,926,408

44,367 graduates

49,671 students

The acquisition of two 
buildings in the Can 
Jaumandreu complex in 
Poblenou moves the UOC’s 
nerve centre to the 22@ 
district, Barcelona’s digital 
hub.

The UOC becomes a WHO 
collaborating centre for 
e-health.

26 May 1995 
Appointment of our first 
president, Gabriel Ferraté.

Our story

Evolutions in technology

Sony launches 
the first 
PlayStation.

Creation of 
Cadabra.com, 
an online 
bookstore 
that will 
later become 
Amazon!

The first 
internet 
auctions 
appear on the 
eBay website, 
and Microsoft 
launches 
the Internet 
Explorer 
browser.

* In 1990 Tim Berners-Lee invents the World Wide Web.

A company 
starts sending 
DVDs by 
post... under 
the name of 
Netflix.

Computers go 
pocket-sized 
thanks to the 
first Palm 
Pilots.

The most 
important 
search engine 
ever is created: 
Google.

For the first 
time, UOC 
students 
receive their 
exam results 
by SMS! 

More than 50 
million users 
are hit by 
ILoveYou – the 
first mass-
mailing worm.

A new music 
streaming 
service hits 
the scene – 
Spotify!

Mobile 
internet use 
becomes 
mainstream.

WhatsApp 
changes 
the way we 
communicate 
via mobile. 
Instagram is 
also born. 

Clouds take 
on a new 
dimension 
with the 
appearance of 
iCloud. This is 
also the year 
Snapchat, Siri 
and Pinterest 
appear.

The dating 
platform 
Tinder is 
launched, 4G 
is born and 
Gangnam Style 
clocks up more 
than a billion 
views.

Google Glass 
is released, 
opening 
the door to 
augmented 
reality.

The social 
media 
network 
TikTok and 
the video 
game Fortnite 
take the 
world by 
storm. 

5G – the new 
generation 
of mobile 
connectivity.

The dot-com 
bubble 
bursts due 
to excessive 
speculation 
around the 
first digital 
start-ups.

The UOC’s 
Wi-Fi network 
is rolled out.

New tools and 
social media 
appear such 
as LinkedIn, 
Skype, Safari, 
Second Life, 
WordPress 
and iTunes 
Store.

Facebook, 
Gmail and Flickr 
get up and 
running.

The BlackBerry 
Quark is 
released onto 
the market.

The home 
video 
revolution 
kicks off with 
the birth of 
YouTube!

140 characters 
never said so 
much – people 
get tweeting 
on Twitter. 

Wikipedia 
reaches 
more than 
one million 
articles. 

The first 
iPhone hits the 
market, as well 
as Dropbox!

Airbnb is 
created, 
shaking up 
the traditional 
tourism model.
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